Dear Really Confused,

A really easy way to remember order of operations is by an acronym called PEMDAS, or “please excuse my dear Aunt Sally”. What it really says is Parenthesis, Exponents, Multiply, Divide, Add, and Subtract. This is the order of which you should do your immensely large problems. 


If PEMDAS doesn’t help then something else might help. 
●First perform any calculations inside parentheses 

●Next complete all the exponents

●Multiply and divide from left to right

●Add then subtract in order
Here is a problem where you can use order of operations:

11-15÷3+ (22+13) ÷5x100-122 -5. 
Now obviously this is a really hard equation, but it is rather straightforward with order of operations. 
Watch as I break this equation into simpler pieces.

11-15÷3 + (22+13) ÷5x100 -122  -5
     11-15÷3+35 ÷ 5x100-122 -5 

     11-15÷3+35÷ 5x100-144-5

       11- 5 + 35÷ 5x100-144-5
           11-5+ 7x100-144-5

              11-5+700-144-5

                 6+700-144-5

                   706-144-5

                      562-5

                        557    
Now you can see this is a very long process, but I’ll guarantee it helps you with your problem. Write us again if you need help with anything.

  Sincerely,

Dr. Math 
Here are two easy reminders of the order of operations.
Please

Excuse

My

Dear

Aunt

Sally

Please

Eat

My

Desert

After

Supper

If you need to practice here you can

9x (8x3)-9÷3
9x (1x3) -9÷3
  9 x 3-9÷3

    27-9÷3

       27-3

         24

        2
 82÷8x3

64÷8x3

   8x3

   24
  (992x0100)+8-4

(9801x0)+8-4

       0+8-4

         8-4

           4

