Math Day...

The 5th grade students recently participated in their first Math Day on March 13, 2009 in celebration of pi day!  They had the opportunity to experience hands-on activities to cement their understanding of area, perimeter, volume, two and three dimensional shapes, weight, and capacity.  Students made solids from nets, designed various polygons using geoboards, and explored volume and area using boxes.  Students also investigated metric and customary units of measurement through measuring water and weighing fruit then completing a chart based on personal observations.  The students visited other 5th grade classrooms for each of the activities.  Dr. Simon Saba of Centenary College led a group of volunteer education majors in assisting the Duffy students with the math activities.  A fun “math” time was had by all!
New Technology... 

The 5th grade UDL math teachers and students are very pleased with the new online programs Study Island and Skills Tutor. Both of these programs are available to the students not only in school, but also at home. The students have their own usernames and passwords for these interactive sites. These tools allow students an opportunity to review previously taught material and enrich their math skills. The students especially enjoy Study Island because math skills are embedded in enjoyable games. These programs, which make learning fun, are aligned with NJ standards mastery and NJAsk preparation.
Getting Ready for Next Year... 

The sixth grade INCLUDE teachers and their students were happy to see new SMART Boards and mobile laptop labs in their classrooms upon returning from the February break.  These assistive technology tools were ordered in preparation for next year’s UDL grant classes in MacKinnon.  The INCLUDE Grant that funds the UDL classes in Duffy will expand to the MacKinnon Middle School in the 2009-2010 school year.  The Numonics interactive whiteboards that were in these classrooms as a result of a previous grant were moved to the two MacKinnon science labs.  The teachers and students in MacKinnon and Duffy are appreciative of the classroom technology tools afforded by the grants awarded to the Wharton School District.
Fall Olympics...

This past fall the entire fifth grade held the first Olympics.  The fifth graders were able to incorporate many newly learned math skills while competing in athletic events.  In conjunction with the physical education staff, students participated in the javelin throw, long jump, and balance beam.  Using the resulting “Olympic Stats,” students were able to develop a deeper understanding of data analysis.
The project was well received by the students. Similar universally-designed activities integrating mathematics, technology, and other cross-curricular areas have become a popular mainstay in the fifth grade.
Professional Development... 

The Inclusive Practices Team for the INCLUDE Grant is gearing up to make plans for Phase Three of INCLUDE.  Several members have participated in conferences and workshops involving training and research on new assistive technologies, math pedagogy, UDL classrooms, inclusion techniques, lesson formats and co-teaching models.  Teachers have also attended a number of training sessions for several of the new software programs that were made possible via grant funding.
Summer Professional Development
 
In June the UDL Team headed to Centenary College to participate in the Summer Teachers’ Academy.  The program was designed for the team to learn how to engage students with Smartboard and Ipod interactive technologies as well how to fine tune math assessments.  The three days were spent with hands-on activities to learn how to use the technology and integrate it into the classroom. 

